SFSC Draft Minutes
6/27/2017

Time: 6:10-7:30 pm
Present: Rich Phillips, Jenny Warshow, Sarah Fowler, Michael Sabourin, Rian Banbury, Ellen Cooke
Conservation Committee Rep: Ed Jalbert
Agenda Adjustment:  Add discussion of Town Plan, Bike Trail update, $ spent on Mgt Plan printing.
Minutes from 5/23/17 meeting approved

Committee agreed to pay for the printing of 5 other Vermont town forest management plans for review.

Review History of Existing Mgmt Plan: Jenny gave a brief review of the history of the development of the existing management  plan. There were a series of public meetings that occurred. When the  plan was completed and approved, the Select Board asked for a Forest Committee to be formed. The Select Board was clear that they did not intend for the Conservation Commission to oversee the Town Forest use.

Introduction to 2015 Stranahan Town Forest Survey: The purpose of the survey was to provide a launch pad for the update of the Mgmt plan. 

Brief Overview  of the 5 other Town Plans provided by Sumana: The Town plans from Ferrisberg, Barre, Hinesburg, Cannan, and Bennington are to be used as models for our plan update and revision. Rich requested that the committee review these for the August meeting. Tain suggested that we read and choose highlights from each plan. She requested that members email highlights ie: “what” is going to happen,” where” activities happen and “ when” (timeline), including goals and description of property. 

Grant application update: Sarah has agreed to contact Kate Fornier to find out when grants are awarded. The committee discussed including the Land Trust video of the Forest as part of the grant application. If the committee is awarded the grant the Town Survey can be used a an artifact of current relative information.

Project(s) update: 
 - Jake Martin Rd parking lot is near completion.
-   Ellen and Rich will bush hog fields in August.
       -  Committee members gave an update of trees that need to be                 
           cleared from Old Grist Mill, High Ridge  and Upper Sugar Wood.
      -    Danny will add some drainage to the landing on Uncle Maple.
      -    Rain will get quote for printing new maps.
      -    Rich, Ellen and Ed will work on trees and trails on 6/30 and early July.
      -    Sarah ask that we send her our volunteer hours.

Meeting Schedule and Agendas for the next 3 months:  August mtg will focus on mgt plan work.

Bike Trail Update: The committee discussed the bike club work on the approved trail and take the trail over the top of the moon field instead of their proposed route through the woods along the moon field. That area is wet and has sugar line to contend with.

