Stranahan Forest Stewardship Committee
Draft Minutes
9/26/2017

Date: 9/26/2017
Place: OSC Meeting Rm
Time: 6:00-7:35 pm

Present: Rich Phillips, Brett Engstrom, Sarah Fowler, Michael Sabourin, Ellen Cooke, Jenny Warshow
Public:  James Arisman,  Sara Galbraith, Bill Spence, Darcy Mangan, Justin Mangan, Jessica Mangan, Evan Mangan, Drew McNaughton

August Minutes Approved
Agenda Adjustment: Rain’s resignation from the committee. Across the Fence proposal.
Public Comment: none

Discussion with Bike Club Reps: Sarah Galbraith gave the following update: The club decided that they were not going to build in the area at the bottom of the Moon field because of the sap lines that are currently in place. The approved trail work from the parking lot on Jake Martin Rd to the Moon field was stopped because of windstorm and the possibility of logging.  

Additionally, Brett voiced concerns about wet areas in that section of woods. Rich spoke with Stan Martin about allowing bikes through the top of the moon field. We discussed that if all agreed with this plan, Rich will work with Stan and Chris Martin about bush hogging path and maintaining it.

Drew ( bike club rep), informed the committee that the bike club adheres to the  International Mtn. Bike Trail Building guidelines and regulations. There was a discussion about multi use trail signage and who decides what kind of trail usage is appropriate depending on where the trail is located in the forest ie; bike, ski, run, walk, horseback riding. Drew suggested that committee members visit Millstone in Barre and Irish Hill in Berlin to see examples of  hand built trails and the impact on those Town Forests.

Brett shared his appreciation of  the enthusiasm of the Bike Club and that the committee has a list of projects to attend to and that the bike trails are one aspect of that list.

It was generally agreed between the Committee and the Bike Club that the Club could proceed with construction of the short piece of approved trail between the parking lot and the Moon Field subject to the Committee’s approval of the exact layout in the field. The trail would be built by the Bike Club. It should be noted that this will be part of the Moon Trail that was approved for biking in the management plan.

Several members expressed the desire to complete the management plan update  including a significant public input effort before dealing with requests for approval of new trails. One of the areas we specifically want to address in the update is provision of more guidance in balancing uses like bike vrs hike trails or multiuse.


Members of the Bike Club and Brett decided to meet at the Parking Lot on Friday 9/29 @ 6pm., to identify potential routes from the parking area to the Moon Field.

Parking Lot Update: Rich gave a parking lot update which was based on the Town not being able or willing to plow the site. This decision means we really do not need to regrade the site; just leave the sod and park on it. The town has made a small parking area opposite the parking lot they can plow in the winter by dropping the wing plow

Grant Scope Discussion: Sarah Fowler gave an update about the grant process. A  letter of collaboration required under the grant which has been signed by the Select Board.  A summit meeting is planned to start off the work under the grant. Sarah is pulling together the maps and other background and will send them as requested.
The committee will have one-on-one assistance.  Sarah will be the committee liaison. She shared with the committee that the grantor’ contractor will work with the committee to tailor the  scope to the grant to our needs. Rich has reiterated the primary assistance we are looking for is ways to balance uses (particularly recreational uses) and development of a successful public input process.

Brush Cutter update: The committee approved a motion to purchase a brush cutter spending up to $600 after the approval by the Select Board. It was decided the brushcutter will be of medium grade (up to 1 inch) so that most members can use it

Re Formatting the Map: Brett will try and reformat the map to make it smaller.  He will bring a sample to our next meeting.

Property line/trail marker update: Sarah got prices on marker paint that last 8 years. She will investigate colors and tags. The committee discussed the benefits and drawbacks of each method of trail marking. Brett looked at a few samples of property line markers. The committee will review samples at the next meeting.

Agenda Adjustment: Rain Banbury resigned. Thank you Rain for your dedication.

Kate Forrer and WCAX’s Across the Fence film crew want to highlight the Stranahan Forest for an upcoming program. Brett and or Rich have volunteered to work with the crew and be interviewed. The proposed date is 10/9/2017.

Meeting Adjourned: 7:35 pm

