

Marshfield Planning Commission Minutes
February 15, 2018
PC Members Present:  Bob Light, Melissa Seifert (chair), Jonathan Williams, Conservation Commission Members and public present: Annie Reed, Tabor Alison, Ann Miller, Bob Popp, Steve Fisk, Alan Bainbury, Sara Norton,  Jenny Macleannain

Call to Order:  by Melissa Seifert (chair) at 6:40pm

1. Changes to Agenda: none

2. Meet with Conservation Commission:  Discussion of Act 171 & Act 174: The town plan has general language in place so that we can address Act 171 as an amendment in the future. The Planning Commission feels strongly that the town plan needs to be adopted as soon as possible since grant opportunities cannot be applied for without a working and approved town plan in place. Ideally, the planning commission would like to see the Conservation and energy commissions working together to set up a timeline so that the planning commission could do the amendments for Act 171 and Act 174 as well as the public hearings at the same time to streamline the process. There was discussion of the logistics of the amendments and coordinating between the energy and conservation commissions. There was discussion of mapping and also discussion of what the conservation commission would like to address such as a town wide natural resources inventory. There was reference to a Regional Planning Commission webinar that had some good information on natural resource mapping.
Jonathan will check on possible grant opportunities for the conservation commission. He will coordinate with Bob Popp of the conservation commission.

Bob Light wanted some discussion of the forest and conservation area and some suggestions of how to make our rural areas more appealing so that all homes are not sited right next to the road. The conservation commission had some input and ideas for this.

At 7:35 the conservation commission left the meeting and the Planning Commission continued with their agenda.

3. Approve Minutes: minutes were approved with one change 
4. Updates: The speed cart was working well but the battery was failing and they were having trouble charging it. It was also in the way when the road crew needed to push back the snow banks so it has been stored for the remainder of the winter.

a. Zoning:  There was discussion of the maps used in the town plan and making sure they are both the most current and the approved maps. Melissa will talk to Bobbi to be sure that our maps are accurate before we ask the Select Board to approve the plan.

Meeting Adjourned @ 8:25pm


