Marshfield Conservation Commission
73 rd Meeting

8 August, 2012

Members Attending: Annie Reed, Michael Zahner, Steve Fiske, Ed Jalbert, and Bob Popp

Review of Minutes: June minutes tabled. July minutes accepted with minor changes. Approved

unanimously.

Financial Report: No change from previous month except for donations for the Natural History
book.

Town Natural History Project:

e Annie is still awaiting approval to purchase plexiglass displays for the Natural History
book. Would like to have displays at both town clerks offices, both libraries, Coop, etc.

Removal of Marshfield Dam:

e This is expected to happen over the next few weeks. Work is about to begin and Steve
and/or Allen will keep us posted.

VLT’s Proposed Groton Forest Legacy Initiative:

e VT. Land Trust is requesting our support of a Forest Legacy Initiative. They propose to
conserve 5,688 acres of forestland, held by 7 private landowners.

e The properties abut Groton SF, L.R. Jones SF, and Levi Pond WMA.

e The conserved parcels would allow recreation, timber extraction while protecting the
biological diversity present on the parcels.

e Brett will draft a letter and provide it to the MCC

Winooski Headwaters ERP Grant:

e Friends of the Winooski (FOW) are applying for an Ecosystem Restoration Grant to
survey all Class 3 & 4 roads to assess erosion potential, conduct a culvert assessment,
stormwater assessment, and identify stormwater mitigation projects.

e They plan to conduct one stormwater mitigation project in each of 3 towns
e FOW is requesting our support in the form of a letter.

Motion: to provide a letter of support for the ERP Grant. Steve will draft this and Mike will
sign it for MCC.



Stranahan Town Forest:

e Members discussed whether to support another timber harvest. Apparently some
residents think it is too soon following the last harvest,

e  Ed supports harvesting sooner since it has not been harvested in a long time so need to

“catch up”.
e Ed suggests arranging a joint meeting with the Stranahan Stewardship Com.
e Ed has about 40 boundary signs that need to be put out.

Other Business:

e Ed received an estimate of $85 per year for insurance to cover him as a commercial
pesticide applicator. He needs to submit more information to his insurance carrier prior

to getting a firm quote.
e Members expressed support for Ed to pursue this.

Next Meeting: Sept 5™ possibly preceded by a trip to Beaver Meadow to view the proposed
culvert replacement.
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