Stranahan Forest Stewardship Committee
Draft Minutes
10/24/2017

Date: 10/24/2017
Place: OSC Meeting Rm
Time: 6:00-7:40 pm

Present: Rich Phillips, Brett Engstrom, Sarah Fowler, Michael Sabourin, Ellen Cooke, Jenny Warshow
Public:  James Arisman,  Leslie Howe, Joanna Fowler, Kate Howe, Stefanie Delina(?)
September Minutes Approved
Agenda Adjustment: None
Public Comment: None

Discussion of horse riding in VSMTF: Leslie Howe served as the spokesperson for horse enthusiasts who ride in the forest. The riders are interested in exploring the possibility of expanding riding trails and improving current trails ie: making trails wider. In addition Leslie discussed the potential of partnering with VAST for grooming some trails in the winter; developing a plan to let the public know about trail conditions; exploring the possibility of the Norwich University Cadets offering trail maintenance as part of community service. The Committee agreed to look into these matters as we update the recreation portion of the management plan.

Field Visit with Bike Club: Rich, Brett, Michael and Ellen met with members of the Bike Club on 9/29 and reviewed trail layout from the parking lot on Jake Martin Rd. to the Moon Field.  The route reviewed would avoid most of the wet areas except one crossing of a drainage channel directly adjacent to the field. This trail has to be multi use. Brett suggested making this clear to the club who will be building it. 

Across the Fence interview: Brett spoke of the process. Rich thought that much was covered about the forest. The program airs in November and will include the Bradford Town Forest as well.

Grant update: Sarah gave an update. She will attend the Planning Summit on 11/17. Other members of the Committee may attend.

Brush Cutter and Boundary Marker update: Ed suggested  purchasing a Stihl smaller pro model and volunteered to look at some. Ellen offered to check out cutters at Harvest Equipment.

Brett gave an update on boundary markers. Proofs were sent to him however the colors are not quite right yet. He is still waiting to hear from the company re: when they will be ready. Ed and Rich will witness the boundary line corner in late fall.

Visitor Book update: Rich will pick up the Visitor registry box from Ellen. We discussed how the visitor book would be set up. Ellen shared that she has a waterproof notebook which she would create a sign in format including Name, date, address and comments.

Trail Marker update: Sarah gave a current visibility report. She stated that some are hard to see. She looked into plastic markers and marker paint. She asked Kate Fornier abut standard markers. Ed offered donating  is blaze paint to blaze boundary lines.  Jenny brought samples of marker materials from previous marker discussion. The committee agreed to use plastic instead of paint. Sarah got quotes from “Sign Here” for arrow markers. Brett suggested low tech trail marking.

Moon Trail drainage update: Rich suggested creating draw-offs through the berm on the low side of the trail in the muddy area on Moon Trail near Uncle Maple. This would allow water to drain. Brett suggested using flat stone as a base. Stone movement could happen this fall.

New Member application update: James Arisman and Sarah Galbraith are the 2 applicants. The Selectboard is still accepting applications.






