Stranahan Stewardship Committee
Draft Minutes
3/27/18
Time:	6:PM-7:40 pm
Place:	Old Schoolhouse Common Meeting Room
Present: Rich Phillips, Sarah Galbraith, Sarah Fowler, Jenny Warshow, Michael Sabourin, Brett Engstrom, Ellen Cooke
CC Rep: Ed Jalbert 
Public Comment:None
Agenda Adjustment: Town Meeting review
 2/27/18 Minutes Approved

Planning Grant Update and Schedule		`			
Sarah F. reported on the grant.  
Proposed date, July 24th, for public review of the draft of final plan.
Jenny shared her concern about comments she heard folks at town meeting about the forest survey. Sarah F. shared that others at town meeting were more positive of the survey. Rich discussed how we look at the survey results realistically. Sarah G. recalls  the purpose of the July meeting is that the public can way in on the survey results. Michael shared his concerns and is curious about us presenting results to the Select Board that we are not fond of. Rich view is that the public has input and the final plan will be revised by the committee. The plan does not go to the Sect Board until our Committee adopts it. Next month’s meeting we will be able to review the results of the combined findings of the survey and workshop. Sarah F. will pass on the results as soon as she receives them. We discussed adding an additional meeting to discuss the results. Jenny added that we have to discuss the other recreational/environmental aspects of the forest along with the proposed recreation plan

Setting dates and leads for work Items:					
	-Setting registration post/box at Hollister Hill:Ed and Rich will meet 3/29 @ 8am.
	-Mulch  beyond beaver dam: May work. Rich will secure the mulch and Ellen
             and Sarah F. will spread it.
	-Construct sign boards and roof on Kiosk: April Ellen and Rich 4/14 8am
	-Move Kiosk. Set Registration post/box       “    “  “
	-Finish removing hanging and down trees (mostly along Thompson Road (and maybe 
	Sugarbush trail): Ed volunteered to work with Rich on 3/29
	-Spring brush hog: Rich and Ellen will look at the field early May
	-Fall brush hog planned. 
-Second day of property markers: Jenny and Brett will set and maybe seek other 
Volunteers. ERd wants to witness property markers
	-Trail marker installation: Jenny and Brett,	
- Cleanup in front, inside and around the major foundation as a picnic site: Jenny will  
 gather information from the historical society on how to proceed. Work Day on 5/19. As 
many attend as possible. Sarah G offered that the bike club might help with this. 
-  Follow through on access project for seniors and others: Rich will follow up.
            - Walk a flag version of bike trail:  Early June

Wetlands, continued discussion (Brett): Brett contacted Sumanna from Vt Land Trust and asked if they would be willing to join us to discuss wetlands and forest ecology.  Brett has questions about particular wetland types (seepage forests). He also contacted the state ecologist and state land ecologist. The Army Corps of Eng determines wetlands classification. Brett suggested that we consider flagging wetlands not shown on the VLT Conservation Map The state does this with new wetland classifications. The new regs. state that a class 2 wetland has to be determined in the field. State interest in the wetlands is in ACT 250. Vt wetlands regs. were built around development. Brett suggests that we develop guidelines on how we want to treat wetland according to our needs. Brett proposes that we have a policy that any management on the property we avoid wetlands. He suggests that swamp wetlands are excluded from all forestry. Ed spoke about how wetlands are defined is important. Brett is talking about wetlands that meet wetland criteria.	
			
Facebook continued discussion (Sarah G): Sarah spoke with Megan, the state coordinator of state records and archives . Sarah shared that there are 2 comments on our Facebook page that were generic. We cannot create new content, ie: cannot post a survey that is not already on the town website. If comments provide information about dangers in the forest, ie: trees down,  feedback would need to be collected. If the committee were to Moderate comments that need to made public record, we would need to make a policy about how to handle info.  	
Possible next step is creating policy on how we want to use Facebook. Sarah volunteered to draft policy. 	
			
Website continued discussion (Rich): Rich spoke with Bobbi. Rich suggests leaving Forest information on the Town Website.						

Agenda Items for April 24th: Review of the results of the survey
                                                 Wetland discussion continued

