
Minutes for 7.17 Meeting of the Conservation Commission 
Members attending: Annie Reed (Chair), Taber Allison, Allen Banbury, Ed Jalbert, 
Anne Miller, Sarah Norton 
 
1. Approve Minutes – minutes approved 
 
2. Treasurer’s Report – no change in balances from the previous report at the June 

meeting 
 
Conservation Fund Balance as of July 5th   $8,659.77 
 
Operating Budget Balance, as of July 5th   $252.63 
 
3. Sara Norton reported on the May 4th workshop that she attended on Vermont 

Urban Community Forestry at Vermont College of Fine Arts.  She described an 
interesting presentation on tree communication.  Additional discussion of tree 
communication and interconnections within forested communities followed for 
an additional five minutes. 

 
4. Stranahan update – Ed emailed a written summary of the last meeting of the 

Stewardship Committee to the members of the Commission.  There was a brief 
discussion on the grading of the new parking area and cleanup of blowdowns 
from recent storms.  Plans to dig a drainage ditch on the west side of Thompson 
Road from Guernsey Brook north toward Pitkin Road for approximately 50 feet 
raised concerns about the effects on the alder swamp and adjacent hayfield.  
Commission members had no objection to mowing the hayfield provided that 
the alder swamp was buffered (minimum 50 feet) in the interest of preserving 
species diversity.  Commission members supported the Stranahan Stewardship 
Committee’s approach on bike trails within the Forest. 

 
5. Natural Marshfield update – the invasive species walk was cancelled.  A note of 

interest for local naturalists:  Ben Kilham will be speaking at the Woodbury 
Library, 7 pm, July 11th; the topic is what bears can teach us about being 
human.  Natural Marshfield is on hiatus until the fall. 

 
6. Invasive species Mapping – It was noted that Goutweed, one of our target 

species, is in full bloom!!  Also, Wild Parsnip has started to flower - abundantly.  
Members were encouraged to enter their sightings of our target species list in 
iNaturalist. 

 
7. The invasive species talk scheduled for July 9th was cancelled.  There are no 

plans to reschedule. 
 
8. Phenology study update – Taber encouraged all members to continue using 

iNaturalist to record wildlife sightings, and Taber will post an update/reminder 
on Front Porch Forum 



 
9. Natural Resource Inventory update – No additional information was provided 

 
10. Sarah Norton provided an update on an educational pamphlet she is developing 

on wildlife in the Town of Marshfield, and she sought the advice and input of 
Commission members.  Several concepts for organizing the pamphlet were 
discussed including protecting space in Marshfield for large mammals and 
describing how people interact can with their land in ways favorable to wildlife.  
The timing of completion of the pamphlet was discussed. 

 
The members decided to take up the pamphlet in November with a smaller group 
including Anne and Bob; Rachel also will be asked. 

 
11. Other business 

a. Annie led discussion clarifying the area to be mowed near the Covered 
Bridge 

b. There was a question on whether new ditching in the vicinity of the 
Thompson Road will be monitored. It was suggested that Rich Phillips be 
contacted.  There is a rare, ephemeral moss species in an alder swamp 
adjacent to the road, and there were concerns that the ditching could 
affect the hydrology/drainage of the swamp, potentially affecting the 
moss species. 
 

12. Announcements 
a. Allen located several Natural Marshfield booklets and returned them to 

the inventory. 
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