

Marshfield Development Review Board

Meeting Minutes

June 8, 2017
Hearing called to order at 7:15pm @ The Old Schoolhouse Common, Marshfield by James Arisman, Chair
Present:  Les Snow, Jenny Warshow, Bob Light, Gary Leach, James Arisman,  Jaquelyn Rieke,  Jen Schatney, Rebecca
Hearing for application by Jaquelyn Rieke for event permit at existing campground that would like to hold 5-10 events per year including weddings, Twinfield related events, harvest festivals, free community gatherings and concerts.

I. Bob:  Jaquelyn purchased the campground in 2012 and has been holding events there. Bob told her that she needs a conditional use permit to continue doing so.
II. James:  Jaquelyn and I know each other but it is not an issue for me to remain impartial. As the health officer, I have been dealing with the upcoming event that is happening this weekend.
III. Jaquelyn:  I am looking at having commercial gatherings of large groups of people, up to ten events per year with roughly 1-300 people per event- interested in doing weddings, musical events, and free community feast. One musical event planned is only for about 75 people and one, this weekend, is for about 500-600 people and will have about 20 bands playing over the course of the event. I will be using the Twinfield Parking lot for parking for this weekend’s event. Looking at 10 events over a 6 month period, during the warmer months.
IV. Gary:  Bob, can you clarify for me why this permit is needed if Jaquelyn already has a permit for a commercial campground?
V. Bob: The commercial permit is for a campground. These events are a totally different use of the property so this requires a separate permit. It would be a commercial permit for a campground with open events.
VI.       Gary: If the DRB gives approval for this permit, does it release the selectboard from having to approve each individual event? 
VII.      Bob: Yes, this would mean the selectboard would not need to be involved in each individual event.
VIII. Gary:  If the permit is granted, I would want to be sure there are conditions in the permit regarding port-a-potty’s, ambulance service, noise levels and so on.
IX.       Les: This weekend event says ticket sales of about 500 adults but if the kids get in free, does this 500 include the kids? Potentially you could have a lot more on site since the kids are not counted in the actual ticket sales. What are the hours the bands will be playing?
X.       James:  It says on the internet advertising that the music will be playing from 1:30pm to 4:00am
XI.        Jen Shatney:  I am an abutting landowner, where will these people be staying? I don’t want to have a problem with “bleed thru” with these people coming onto my property to camp or whatever.
XII.       Jen’s Mom Rebecca:  I have concerns over people wandering onto our land during hunting season at we do a lot of hunting there. I also have a lot of items stored at my camp that I would not want to have disappear.
XIII.       Les:  Jaquelyn, you are lucky to be able to use the Twinfield parking lot since the campground does not have adequate parking for this upcoming event.
XIV. James:  the promoter has stated that he has security staff of ten for this event.
XV.      Jenny:  is there a mowed path between Twinfield and the campground?  How do you get a liquor license?
XVI. Jaquelyn:  Each license is applied for individually per event. I apply to the state and I also have to get the selectboard to sign off on the event.
XVII. Jenny:  Can campers bring their own alcohol in? How will you be sure people don’t drink and drive?
XVIII. James:  It would also be a good idea to have Narcan on site and some type of first aid station. Jaquelyn, you should check with the promoter to see how these things will be handled.
XIX.        Jaquelyn:  The security staff is supposed to be making sure that people are not drinking all over the campground. There will be designated areas for alcohol and they can drink at their campsites. The camping areas are designated with a family area furthest from the music. As for drinking and driving, we will have bartenders at the designated drinking areas serving and it is just like a bar, if a person is getting intoxicated, we don’t serve them anymore.
XX.      Gary: do we need to set up a site visit? A second hearing?
XXI.      James:   I make a motion to continue the hearing on July 13th after a site visit, motion seconded by Les.
XXII. James:   some more thought should be given to extra parking and how to isolate the cars from the event for safety. You can’t count on using the Twinfield parking lot all the time. We should do a site visit, this weekend during the event would give us a better idea of logistics and any issues that we see.
XXIII. Jaquelyn:   The event starts Friday at 5:00pm and runs all day on Saturday. Probably starting about 10am. I will put all your names on the guest list so that you can get in without a ticket at your convenience. It is called the Onion River Music Campout.
XXIV. James: We will do an informal site visit individually. We will come in throughout the event as we each have time and take some notes to have for the next hearing.

