Stranahan Stewardship Committee Meeting Notes of 2/27/18
Meeting Start: 6:05pm; Adjourn 7:45pm
Attendance: Rich Phillips, Sarah Galbraith, Sarah Fowler, Michael Sabourin, Jenny Warshaw, Brett Engstrom
[bookmark: _GoBack]Public: Jim Arisman, Diana Batzel, Ed 
Agenda Topics:
Planning Grant Update :Next Steps: All hard copy survey data will be turned into Drew by 3/8/18 (mailed back and received by Drew no later than 3/14/18). We talked about the grant scheduling and that the next meetings with Drew are scheduled for May or June.
  Sarah F will ask Drew for the final tallied information to be sent to us as soon as possible. SF will also get the schedule for the next meetings from Drew’s emails.
  
Town Meeting Display: Rich notes that we will use last year’s 2 display boards. Also we will add a “Thank You” banner. The banner will contain photos and or mentions of thanks to our working partners (VAST, Bikes, Farmers, Sugarers).
Rich asked for volunteers to man the Forest table. Sarah F will do 8—10. Rich 8—10. Brett 10—1pm. 
Rich will provide 2 boxes for the surveys and 1 sign to highlight the survey boxes. Sarah F will bring 1 more sign and the thank you banner.


Property Markers Update: Sarah F explained and showed where the markers were placed on the Forest map. Brett noted that he will set up another markers work day in April.
  
Facebook Discussion-: Sarah G has been in contact with Meghan (VT administrator of records and state archives) to ask the question about public records and the use of Facebook for a town forest page. From Sarah G’s conversations with Meghan, all Facebook information has to be directly tied to our Town’s website. Any commenting (which can be turned off if we want) could be directed to the town clerk. Rich asked about our gmail account and whether we should get that going? Rich notes that he’s fine with having the Facebook page. Sarah G will draft a sample posting that we can review. Sarah G will also find out if photos that are uploaded need to be archived as well?
Brett noted that our kiosk register books will have a comments section. Sarah F asked if that also needed to be handled as public commentary?
    
Website Discussion—(How/who?): Rich will speak with Bobbi about the rules and how to expand the town website.
   
Wetlands Discussion: Brett and Jenny brought information and maps for the wetlands discussion. Brett lead the discussion with an overview of the tiers of regulatory control of wetlands: federal, state, and town. Brett noted that the guiding document and basic rules for the wetlands is the VLT conservation easement. Brett discussed the three classes of wetlands. He noted that both class 1 and 2 wetlands are defined, mapped, and protected by the state. However, the class 3 wetlands have only been mapped by him and are not protected by the state. He also noted that the class 1 and 2 wetlands have specific defined protections. However the class 3 wetlands have no protections. Brett questioned, with a map he devised noting the many class 3 wetland areas, whether these class 3 wetlands should be included in the forest’s protection rules.
Rich noted that we need to continue this discussion at our next meeting. Brett will contact the regional VLT steward for help with our discussions. Sarah G asks that we get VLT’s assistance with the process for integrating the forest’s recreational uses and the wetlands usage.



