Marshfield Conservation Commission
76 th Meeting
5 December, 2012

Members Attending: Annie Reed, Michael Zahner, Tony Mayhew, Allen Banbury, Steve Fiske,
Ed Jalbert, Brett Engstrom, and Bob Popp

Review of Minutes: October minutes accepted as presented. Approved unanimously

Note: there was no November meeting.
Finances:

e Same as previous with some additional contributions from the sale of the Natural
History book. Have probably recovered our printing costs at this point.

Natural History Book:

e Has been selling well although the total amount of contributions is uncertain at present

e A number of MCC members mentioned that they have received compliments. Bob
mentioned that John Warshow told him the he’s received lots of positive feedback.

e Bob will have the book displayed at the Twinfield Craft Fair on Saturday.

e It was also featured in the Novermber Field notes

ANR Grant Opportunities:

e Most deadlines have already passed or will soon be passed

e Culvert work has begun on two Beaver Meadow Rd culverts. RFP for the design work
has been publicized

e Steve expressed some concerns with resizing culverts to allow aquatic organism
passage. His concern is that if there is only native brook trout above the culvert and no
rainbow or browns, perhaps best to leave be because of potential for hybridization and
competition. VTFWD feels that it is not a major concern.

Bank Restoration at Martin Covered Bridge:

e A crane was working on far side of the river upstream from the bridge placing rip rap

e The equipment damaged some trees and one or more were cut

e Town received FEMA funds for stream bank restoration of damage from TS Irene.

e The town obtained a stream alterations permit which was out of date when the work
occurred, but no T&E permit, and nobody was there from the town to supervise.



e The Selectboard approved work, but never queried CC due to short time line.

e Brett spoke with both Rich Philips who submitted the proposal and the Town Clerk
expressing his concern.

e Brett suggested attending a Selectboard meeting and letting them know that we are
interested in participating if conservation issues arise.

e Brett will draft a narrative discussing the situation and how to avoid a reoccurrence

e Bob will review the SB agenda prior to meetings and send out notice if there are
pertinent issues. He will also contact both the Planning Commission and DRB to get
looped into their activities

Note: Subsequent to meeting Bob spoke with the following individuals:

e Jim Ryan, DEC Watershed Management Division, feels that the Martin Cvd Bridge is
undersized (as is the case with many historic bridges) and the bank will continue to be
undermined. He thinks the town should consider extending it, possibly by adding a
support in the river.

o Marshfield Town Clerk usually posts the agenda for Selectboard on the Friday prior to
their meetings on the 1% and 3™ Tuesdays.

e Jon Groveman, Planning Commission Chair, said he would include Bob on an email of
the agenda prior to their meeting son the 1* and 3" Tuesdays.

e DRB meets on the 2™ Thursday if a meeting is needed for project review. All meetings
are publicly warned on the calendar on the Marshfield web site. Bob thusfar has been
unable to contact Paul Briere, chair.

Stranahan Town forest Plan:

e Russ and Ed will mark stand 23/25 this winter for cutting in winter of 2013/14. They
would put a landing on Jake Martin Rd.

e Would be group selection cut/salvage mostly of fir.

o Ed will follow up with Bobbi re. the status of a dedicated fund for use on the STF.

Marshfield Town Plan

o Apparently the revised town plan has been accepted by both the Selectboard and the
Regional Planning Commission

Other Business

e Plant Sale: Allen would like to continue despite declining revenues. It is Plainfield’s turn
to organize it. Consensus to continue with the sale.
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