Marshfield Conservation Commission
67" Meeting

1st February, 2012

Members Attending: Tony Mayhew, Mike Zahner, Brett Engstrom, Allen Banbury, Sarah Norton, Ed
Jalbert, and Bob Popp.

Review of Minutes: January minutes accepted with minor corrections. Approved unanimously.

Financial Report:

e Total dedicated fund balance of 4,084.71, but probably more due to added interest. Operating
fund renewed at $300.

e Need to submit a request for our yearly allotment each year by early January.
e Tony spoke w/ Bobbi and clarified that FY goes from 1 Jan thru 31 Dec, so expenditures prior to
Town Meeting (Jan & Feb) are against the future allocation.

Other Business:

e Both Sarah’s and Tony’s terms are up. They need to write a letter to the Selectboard letting
them know whether they are interested in re-appointment. Both are.

Natural History Project

e Awaiting 1 more essay.

e NHP committee has begun editing the narratives they’ve received.

e Tracy Hambleton will be doing the layout. Have selected final size of the publication.
e Deadline of Feb 8" for all narratives including revisons.

Town Plan Report No word from Selectboard on when public hearing will be held.

Invasives:

e Allen posted a question on AVCC (Assoc. of VT Con. Com.) list serve inquiring other towns policy
towards use of herbicides to control invasive. No reply as yet.

e Bob suggested contacting VLCT. Jim Barlow is their attorney. Bob will contact him.

e Ed queried his insurance provider re. coverage for using herbicides, but hasn’t heard back yet.

e Ed discussed bittersweet infestation on his property coming from elsewhere on Hollister Hill
Road. He has spoken w/ the landowner who is sympathetic to removal. Mike also has a
population on his property. Brett suggested a work day to remove it.

e Bob suggested cutting & pasting w/ herbicide, but this is most effective late in the season after
the fruits have matured. Bob will research the protocol. Note: subsequent to the meeting Mike
sent out some information on control of Asiatic bittersweet.



e Bob passed out information from TNC, but determined that it is too expensive to give out at
Town Meeting. Can use for display along with sources for obtaining additional information.

e Bob contacted TNC & they are willing to provide a workshop for us and other conservation
commissions. Bob contacted Plainfield CC and they are interested in participating.

e Bob will get back to TNC and get dates and number of slots; it was suggested to invite Cabot if
there is space. Note: subsequent to the meeting, Bob contacted TNC but has not heard back yet.

Stranahan Town Forest:
e logging is completed. Ed marked about 10% additional logs. Tops were left onsite.

e Edis pleased with the results

e Pump house and shack are in place as well as some of the tubing.

e Ed will check with Historical Society re. removal of 1939 truck from the property.

e Ed had a question as to how closely the Stranahan Stewardship committee needs to
follow the mgt plan. Members agreed that any major change in the plan would need to
be approved by the Selectbd, and that timber management is required on the property
although not in any specific stand. This may need to be pursed further.

Plant Sale:

e Species have been selected; Sarah Alpert from Plainfield CC has ordered them base upon
previous years numbers. Attempt was made to include only native species from local sources if

possible.

Town Meeting Display:

o Mike suggested meeting on Feb 29" to discuss our display.

e Sarah suggested displaying a preview of the natural history booklet

e Allen suggested a list of websites for resources.

o  Mike will check with Bobbi re availability of a room if we change our meeting date.
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