Marshfield Conservation Commission
66" Meeting
4™ January, 2012

Members Attending: Tony Mayhew, Brett Engstrom, Allen Banbury, Sarah Norton, Steve Fiske, Ed Jalbert, and Bob
Popp.

Review of Minutes: December minutes accepted with one correction and a minor wording change. Approved

unanimously.

Financial Report:

e Total fund balance of $4,107.88

e Expenses for 2011: $45 for Ed to attend Invasives Workshop and $64 to Bob for Pesticide Certification
books.

e Members questioned their ability to incur expenses in the 1% two months of the year if unspent funds are
rescinded after Dec 31* and new funds aren’t allocated until town meeting.

e  Tony agreed to follow up with Bobbi on this issue.

Invasives:
e Bob summarized the Pesticide Certification Procedure:

0 Individual yearly certificate is $25, but waived if working only on town property as an agent of
the town. If apply herbicides on private property would need the individual certificate and a
company certificate which costs an additional $60.

0 Ed was concerned whether his liability insurance would cover this additional liability if he were to
get a company certification. Ed will check with his insurance company and let us know.

0 Thereis also uncertainty whether the town’s liability policy would cover MCC members applying
herbicides as agents of the town. Ed will forward Bobbi’s email from VLCT and Allen will check
with other conservation commissions to see whether other towns have dealt with this issue.

O Bob will become certified thru the state at no charge, however, he can use herbicides only on
state lands unless he works under somebody else’s company certificate.

0 Member agreed to discuss further whether they would cover the yearly cost ($85) if Ed needs to
obtain a company certification.

e Ed mentioned that TNC has pamphlets available to us at cost for distribution at Town Meeting.

e Bob will get samples and costs and bring to the next meeting.

e Members discussed having an invasives workshop in the future focusing both on hands on
control and also on identification.

Tree and Shrub Sale

e Plainfield will run the sale this year, and Sarah Albert will set up a meeting to select species and sources
depending upon availability.

e Allen and Tony will attend as will either Bob or Brett to provide guidance on native vs introduced species.



Town Natural History Project:

e  Still awaiting completion of the remaining 4 essays

e Steve suggested an essay discussing the Winooski sojourn which Allen graciously offered to draft, but
members were still interested in an essay about the Winooski River in Marshfield which Steve will write.

e Still need to find folks to do the illustration although we found a town resident to do the layout.
e The NHP subcommittee will be meeting again soon to work on the remaining logistics.

Water Quality Monitoring: Steve discussed preliminary results from this year

e Samples were taken at a number of locations every two weeks from June thru August usually at low flow.
Samples were analyzed for bacteria counts and averaged over the sampling period.

e One location (below the dam in PInfld) was way above the state standard.

e Three locations (above PInfld dam, Martin Bridge, & hydro station) were marginally above the state
standard.

e  One tributary (East Hill & RR bed) was way above the standard and another was marginally above.

e There s clearly a contamination problem somewhere in or near to Plainfield Village, the location of which
needs to be determined. Plainfield CC is aware of the problem.

e  Final report will be posted on the Friends of Winooski website
e Members thanked both Steve and Allen for their labors in organizing and conducting the sampling.

Stranahan Town Forest:

e Eddiscussed the timber sale which has begun. Logger is using a grapple skidder and a small fella buncha.
Much of Stand 5 has already been cut. Hopes to finish by the end of Jan.

e The logger would like to have a single landing above the moon field, and Ed has tentatively agreed to this.
He thinks it would be less damaging to skid all the logs here rather than to upgrade the Thompson Rd so
logging trucks could gain access.

e Some members had concerns about this change of plans, but Ed assured members that he would keep a
close eye on the job and allow the skidding thru the moon field only under frozen conditions. He assured
us that the logger was required to fix any ruts upon completion of the job.
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